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17 April 2020
To All Parents and Pupils in Year 12
Dear Parents and Students,
Welcome to the world of on line learning and the virtual classroom.
Over the Easter holidays we have been working very hard to ensure that as a school we continue to
deliver the same high class education that we pride ourselves on and for students in year 12 this
means offering the following services;
1. All teaching will now be delivered via Microsoft Teams
For those unfamiliar with MS Teams this is a programme that allows us to teach live video and/or
presentation based lessons as well as combining the benefits that we have already seen of MS One
Note. Mr Beasley has been preparing an introductory video for all pupils and a link to this video will
be sent to all students early next week. At the start of each lesson pupils will be required to visit the
appropriate ‘Team’ where they will find their teacher on line ready to deliver the lesson via video or
to set independent work or, more likely, a combination of both.
2. Induction Day on Tuesday 21st April – 1st day of term
Mrs Tudor will be delivering a start of term assembly which will be followed by an opportunity for all
pupils to watch the introductory video mentioned above. At this point form tutors will be arranging
to meet small groups of 4 or 5 students at a time to ensure that they are in a position to fully utilise
MS Teams. We anticipate that some pupils will encounter some difficulties and all pupils will have
questions about the new way of working. Mr Beasley, Mr Wilkinson and our IT support team will all
be on hand to help solve as many of these issues as possible with the aim being that all students are
ready to go straight into learning on Wednesday morning.
3. End of Year Exams.
As you will probably be aware the end of year exams usually happen during the week beginning 18th
May. It is our intention to continue with this plan and so during this week all pupils will sit a series of
assessments.
Staff are currently working on how best to administer these and what form the exams should take.
Further details will be available soon but we fully appreciate that these cannot take their usual form,
that we need to make them much ‘lower stake’ and less ‘exam like’ than usual and that all pupils will
have access to a variety of resources that they will be able to use. Having said this it is still possible
to set assessments that help us to gauge the progress pupils have made especially over the last two
terms and this benchmark is very important to staff as we begin to plan programmes for next year.
Please note that if schools are allowed to re-open before the end of the summer term then we will
postpone the exams until school returns and run a much more formal series of A level mock exams.
Please be assured that we will give pupils as much notice of this as we possibly can.
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4. Homework
Please expect to be asked to do some independent work in addition to the lesson time allocated although this will be minimised as much as possible.
We will be closely monitoring the Ofqual and exam board websites to see what the expectations will
be for next year’s GCSE and A level exams and should schools continue to remain closed for a longer
period time of we may need to review this policy in due course.
5. Teaching
We have prepared the following timetable for all students in year 12 to follow
Please note that we will be moving to a one week timetable and no weird Wednesday!
Following feedback from pupils, staff and parents we have also allowed a 10 minute ‘screen break’
between each lesson
We have invited staff to offer as much ‘live’ teaching as possible but have insisted that at least 1
lesson in 4 is live. Even when independent work has been set staff are still going to be on hand
during the lesson times to answer any questions pupils may have.

6. Subject Clinics
These will run in a very similar way to our usual subject clinics. Members of the relevant
departments will be on line from 1.15 – 1.45 each lunchtime to help you with any problems that you
have encountered with your studies so far. For subjects not mentioned in the list then please email
your teacher directly for additional help.
7. E3
Enrichment Three, is period 3 every day whilst we are remote learning. Give one of the activities
below a go and put ‘you’ first for the hour! We have at least 4 activities to choose from each day and
if you aren’t able to join in at 11.40 then you can still do the activity later in the day.
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8. Music Clubs
In addition to the ‘everyone is welcome’ E3 music sessions Mrs Ellwood will also be offering two
remote music clubs
 Senior Choir-Monday 12.40-1.10
 Orchestra-Wednesday 12.40 – 1.10
As you are aware the situation is changing on a daily basis and we will continue to adapt as best we
can.
If schools are allowed to re-open before the start of the summer holidays then we will certainly open
as soon as we are able to and will return to our usual two week timetable.
In the meantime, I would very much welcome feedback both positive and negative but please do
experience a fortnight or so of this new venture before letting us know how we are getting on.
Yours sincerely

I Vallance
Mr I Vallance
Deputy Head (Academic)

