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Dear Participant/Parents/guardians,
We are delighted this year, to be offering the DofE Gold Award here at Luckley.  This letter explains what is involved in such a commitment but further general information can be found at www.dofe.org.
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award has three levels; Bronze, Silver and Gold.  There are four sections to each level, volunteering, skill, physical and expedition with an additional Residential section at Gold. Pupils must be 16 or over to start Gold.
The first three sections (volunteering, skill, physical) participants must arrange for themselves with the help of their DofE Leader/Parents/Teachers and all sections must be worked on in their own free time, although can be in school during lunch or extended day). All participants will receive advice on this but again, further information can be found at www.dofe.org
The Expedition section is done as part of a group (minimum 4 and maximum 7) and after completing an appropriate training programme during extended day sessions (tbc).  All the planning for the assessed expedition is undertaken by the participants themselves and they must also choose an area to study for a project which must then form a presentation to be given after the expedition. They take collective responsibility for the expedition planning including routes, meals and project work.

There are two expeditions at Gold, the first practice for 3 days and 2 nights and the assessed expedition for 4 days and 3 nights. There will also be 1-2 training days.  The cost of the award is £250.00 for. This covers enrolment fees, travel, campsite fees, assessors’ fees and consumables such as gas for cookers and fuel as well as access to our kit store for some of the more expensive and shared kit items such as tents, rucksacks and cooking equipment.
The minimum time it takes to complete the Gold award is 12months if you have already completed Silver level and 18 months if you are going direct into Gold. We understand that our year 13s’ will not complete their award in their remaining time at Luckley but we aim to complete their expedition section by the end of the school year, after they have finished their exams. The other sections they will continue to work on after they have left and will be recorded on the DofE’s online log, ‘eDofE’.
Please do visit the website and some further research if you are not sure or come and speak to me. In the meantime, you can start thinking about the activities for your each section and even get started over the summer - this link is really useful www.dofe.org/do/ideas/. and you can backdate one section up to 3 months if you have already been taking part in an activity and can evidence this.

If you are happy to become part of this exciting and challenging adventure then please complete and sign the attached enrolment form and consent form and return them to Mr. McNaughton, Mr Battrick or your form tutor. Fees will billed in the autumn term.
Yours sincerely

Mr S. McNaughton
D of E manager
Luckley House School

FORM OF CONSENT

Duke of Edinburgh


I accept the school’s offer to take my child/ward:  ……………………………………………… Form:  ……………………….. Date of Birth:  …………………………………………. for their Duke of Edinburgh award.

I agree to the cost of the course £125 Bronze or £145 Silver being added to my school account in December.

I agree to authorise members of staff during the course of the training to approve such medical treatment as is deemed necessary in an emergency.

Any medical condition from which my child/ward is suffering to my knowledge is described in a separate letter attached to this form, which also sets out any special medical requirements (such as drugs or other treatment). I accept that the School’s records will be updated with this information.

PLEASE TICK AS APPROPRIATE


(       ) letter attached








(       )
this does not apply

Dietary Needs: 

Date of last Tetanus:    

Emergency telephone contact number(s) 
Home telephone: ….………………………..…………

Work telephone:  ……………………………………….

Mobile: ………………………………………….…………… 

Email:  ………………………………………………………..  

I undertake to inform the organiser of any such conditions which may arise in the future.

Signed: ...............................................

Date:
...................


(Parent/Guardian)




Luckley House


School








 








