


ALUMNI INTERVIEW

Femke’s work in the NHS later led her to set up her own 
private practice, Leathes Psychology. She now works 
with two close Luckley friends; an accountant who 
handles the company’s reports and taxes and the other, 
a reconstructive plastic surgeon whose patients are 
treated by Leathes Psychology. The practice has gone 
from strength to strength and today there are a team of 
44 practitioners. Maintaining close links with the 
doctoral training course at Oxford University, she 
regularly provides teaching there too. Femke learned 
that to become truly accomplished you must do the 
things that matter most to you and set about doing 
them well. Listening to Femke discuss her career on 
Speech Day, it was hard to take my eyes off her. Watch 
Femke's address to the school by visiting 
https://bit.ly/3LYwqHX and skip to 1 hour 10 minutes. 
She has a presence that speaks of dedication, passion and 
the will to live life well.

The Well Travelled Life and 
Achievements of Dr Femke Okten



Tea with the Blakes
ALUMNI NEWS

Left to right: Caroline Edwards (née Cox), Timandra Slade 
(née Waters), Barry Slade, Sue Alun-Jones (née Farmer)

Left to right: Mr Blake, Areti Bizior (Head), Mrs Blake

Timandra Slade's New Book
In celebration of Timandra Slade's newly released book, 
From A Hard Place To A Rock, Timandra (Class of 1974) 
visited Luckley to talk to students about this true story. 
Timandra spent over two years compiling the hand 
written journals and notes, photographs, sketches and 
maps to retell the story of her father's extraordinary 
wartime escape in 1940 and as a tribute to her late 
father's memory. She came armed with books to 
purchase, her husband and Luckley school friends too. 
You can purchase the book by visiting 
https://bit.ly/3Ny8hH9. 



Curious Finds

Opportunities to Get Involved

Luckley Lecture: Good Food for Good Health
Tuesday, 8 November, 19:30 – 20:30

Christmas Carol Service
Thursday, 8 December, 18:45 – 20:00

Scholars Festival of Music
Friday, 24 February, 18:30 – 21:00

National Careers Week
Monday – Friday, 6 – 10 March 2023

Luckley-Oakfield 1957, Form 5A class 
Janet Axworthy – Top row, second from left 
Jill Adams (née Vince) – Top row,  far right 

Curious Finds

Luckley-Oakfield school trip to Stratford upon Avon
(circa 1975) with English teacher, Mrs Gott
Left to right – Leila Lingner (née Maskall), Laurie, 
Lesley Grogan. Photo courtesy of Caroline Mercer.



HONORARY ALUMNI INTERVIEW

The Good Life of Faith
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Sue Bailey was schooled at Luckley-Oakfield from 1972 
to 1974. In this short time she built lasting memories of 
Luckley and of life in England, being Canadian and from a 
military family. She flew back to visit England with her 
husband, John in June 2019 to join in Luckley's 
Centenary celebrations. From the memories of Sue 
Bailey, she shares recollections of Luckley below.

We welcomed a number of alumni to take part in our Year 7 
and 8 Careers Day, 27 May. Marine Ecologist, Jess Vevers and 
Human Rights Consultant, Alka Kaufman proved that even 
speaking to our pupils remotely can motivate and broaden 
their imagination to consider different career aspirations. 
Professionals speaking directly about their careers also helps 
to challenge stereotypes of different job roles and 
backgrounds. Pupils are genuinely excited to talk to our alumni 
and I do hope that more of you will consider getting involved 
with our National Careers Week next March (see 
'Opportunities to Get Involved').
                                                                                                                
Meanwhile, Luckley's Year 12 students took part in our Pre- 
University Programme (27 June - 1 July), providing an 
opportunity to learn about the expectations and experiences 
awaiting beyond school. The programme is a much-loved 
learning experience, preparing students for a range of future 
pathways including Oxbridge and Russell Group Universities, 
apprenticeships and the world of work. Students spoke to 
visiting universities to get a first-hand view from their staff and 
students. We also had a number of alumni join us to discuss 
life beyond Luckley and support our students before they 
reach the next stage of their lives. 

We were joined for lunch by two friends, Leila and Caroline, 
who met at Luckley-Oakfield in 1974. As Leila is a registered 
nutritionist, we were able to show off our daily school menu, 
packed with fresh salads, fruits and yoghurts plus a selection of 
hot and cold platters, with vegetarian options too. While Leila 
had travelled over from her home in France, staying with 
schoolfriend Caroline, we were busy finalising her upcoming 
visit on 8 November, where Leila returns to Luckley's The 
Whitty Theatre to provide a Luckley Lecture, 'Good Food for 
Good Health'. 



Ilona Varey came to tea towards the end of last term, where 
we chatted for well over the hour. I was intrigued to find out 
how life had been for Ilona whilst at Luckley between 1989 
and 1996; given all three of her children were also Luckley 
pupils both past and present. Ilona’s father was a governor at 
White House (now Evendons) while Mrs Blake was Head and 
her mother a teacher there during the same period. More so, 
Ilona now works in education and two of her daughters hope 
to follow suit, in different capacities.

Since leaving Luckley Ilona married her long-term sweetheart, 
had three beautiful daughters and has lived in the US as well as 
on the south coast of England – returning to Wokingham 
where she grew up, eight years ago. She has warm memories 
of Luckley and remarks that the Woodlands have not 
changed, which have the same distinct smell. Back in the early 
1990s theatre productions were staged in Drake Hall and it 
used to take two people to pull the thick curtains back. Ilona 
recalls ‘The Golden Mask of Agamemnon’ school production, 
which is highlighted in an old Luckley-Oakfield newsletter as a 
superb performance. Ilona played a warrior. She fondly 
remembers the brilliant pastoral support and her friendship 
group, the large boarding community with pay phones outside 
boarding and the deposit required to swim at Luckley over 
the summer months. The latter was a real treat. While 
facilities have radically changed and technology moved on, the
essential culture to love and to serve remains unchanged.

0118 974 3246 luckleyhouse.alumni-online.comDevelopment@luckleyhouseschool.org

Autumn 2022

If you have not yet joined us on Facebook, you are missing 
out. Regular posts of archive photos prompt conversation and 
insight into life at Luckley throughout its past.  

This 1980s photograph (above) of the dining hall, provided 
much to talk about.  I now understand that end of term 
pranks were a ‘thing’ and on one such day consisted of dying 
all the milk blue! Then there were the fond memories of Hilda 
and Janice serving supper and butter and jam on white bread 
at tea time, of Vera in the kitchen (1990s) as well as Miss
Pornicott (French teacher), Matron Bronwyn Arabella Prosser 
(1970s) and Housekeeper Mrs Green (1980s). 

For those that boarded, the dining hall was ever the more 
visited and a few of you mentioned the old dorm names such 
as Primrose, Blue, Sky and Lands End during the 1980s, and 
Green in the 1970s. An early morning visit to the kitchen for 
warm toast from the cook sounded lovely as did slices of cake 
served on a tray for birthdays. There was no shortage of food 
mentioned; deep fried apple fritters, chocolate sponge with 
chocolate sauce (1988-95), Chef’s Christmas dinner, runny 
chocolate mousse (1970s), liver and onions (1970s), cold 
toast and marmite, kippers, Friday pizza and chips, 
butterscotch pudding, Sunday roast and Yorkshire pudding, 
baked Alaska and tea time meringues (which you described as 
shaving foam buns). Are you hungry yet? 
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The end of the summer term was a bittersweet  affair as we said 
our goodbyes to Luckley’s Year 13 Leavers as well as a number 
of teachers. Our leavers went out in style with a black-tie dinner 
followed by a day of ‘wet wild west’ fun. I am not sure who was 
wetter; students or staff. We look forward to hearing about the 
exciting journeys of our alumni community following Luckley. 
We are both proud and excited for each and every one of them.

What a wonderful world it is when you have teachers like 
Catriona Mccafferty, our most creative and talented Head of 

Textiles. I caught up with Cat in her treasure trove, also known 
as the Textiles department, to bid her farewell after 19 years at 

Luckley. Rather than a sad affair, it was the perfect time to 
celebrate her achievements and to enjoy the company of her 

larger than life character. 
 

In July 2022, our beloved and long-standing Geography 
Teacher (and former Head of Department), Gordon Cromb, 
retired after 17 years of service to Luckley and its students. 
Many of you will remember Mr Cromb from your time here; 
a passionate and energetic teacher who poured his heart and 
soul into his teaching. Gordon’s subject knowledge was first
class, with teaching materials all created by him personally, 
sheet by sheet and to outstanding effect. 
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As we aim to continue to bring you 
news that is both relevant and of 
interest to you, please do send in your
news and suggestions. Or why not put 
yourself forward for an Alumni 
Spotlight Interview or volunteering 
opportunity? Those that have joined us 
have found the experience to be very 
fulfilling. 

Do get in touch using the contact 
details at the bottom of each page. 
Alternatively, you may fancy a visit to 
Luckley's The Whitty Theatre where 
there is always a cinematic, musical, 
theatrical performance or inspirational 
speaker to entertain. 

To find out what is on visit: 
https://www.luckleyhouseschool.org/th 
e-whitty-theatre/whats-on/. 

Luckley Sports Day certainly put our pupils through their paces. The day was
held off-site and this year we visited Bracknell Athletics Track. In keeping with 
tradition, there was running, jumping and throwing of all descriptions and we 
saw some impressive performances. In the end, the trophy went to Team 
Randle, with House Captain Connor claiming the win. I would love to hear 
more about your own sports day experiences, as I know sport at Luckley has 
changed massively over the years.

The summer proved an ideal 
time to refresh Luckley's 
main house, both inside and 
out; now gleaming with 
lovely new paint work. Our 
boys' and girls' sports 
changing rooms and toilets 
have also been completely 
renovated - something that 
we know our pupils will be 
grateful for. You may recall 
these tiled walls from the 
changing rooms from years 
gone by. All painted by 
Luckley pupils. If you know 
when and whom painted the 
walls do get in touch. 




