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Luckley Alumni Facebook

Welcome back to your Alumni News, highlighting news and views from you, our much valued alumni community.
Speaking of such, Luckley has recently launched an official Luckley Alumni Facebook page; so please do look out
for an invite from me or search 'Luckley Alumni' on Facebook. We would like to connect with more of you and
involve you in Luckley life. See our events listing and get in touch should you be able to join. 

There was no shortage of activity at Luckley this past term and I am grateful to all of you who have been in touch
and to visit; you will always be welcome. While spring was beautiful nothing quite beats Luckley in summertime;
the grounds are looking delightful and there has been much in the way of outdoor activities and get togethers on
the back lawn. Read on to hear how Luckley has changed over the years – many of you remark on how Luckley has
progressed while remaining familiar. Hear about recent alumni visits for Speech Day, Pre-University Day,
reunions, Careers Week as well as alumni games, where a group of you played your way to victory. 

sarah.francis@luckleyhouseschool.org

Review by Honorary Alumni, Ian Vallance
Former Deputy Head Academic

https://www.facebook.com/luckleyalumni/
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I have heard that Africa will change you forever and is like nowhere
else on earth. A place of all our beginnings, the cradle of mankind,
where our species first stood up on the savannahs of long ago.
These were the words of Brian Jackman, a renowned journalist and
lover of travel and wildlife.            
                                                                                   
Let me introduce you to Tamariki School, founded nine years ago in
a slum of Nairobi, Kenya in Africa – set up to provide a quality
education to a deprived and underprivileged community of children,
who would otherwise be left on the streets. As a charity without
government funding, it is reliant on charitable donations to pay the
way for those pupils without the means to pay the small school fees
themselves.

Luckley's Modern Languages Teacher of Spanish, Kat Intxaurbe,
discovered Africa some years back, where she met, by chance, an
employee from Tamariki School. Kat felt the urge to serve Tamariki
school children and subsequently raised money by running two half
marathons. That money provided a new classroom where 26 new
pupils were admitted. 

Kat returns this July feeling privileged to support Tamariki School
through funds raised and volunteering in the school. In May, she
organised a fundraising initiative, kick-started with a popular bake
sale and raised £1,030 from within Luckley's community of pupils,
staff and parents to go towards helping pay the way for pupils at
Tamariki. Kat’s financial goal was £200 so she was overjoyed at the
generosity shown by Luckley’s community. When she broke the
good news to the Head of Tamariki and its owners; they reacted
with strong emotion to learn that further afield, there were those
looking out for their school of 160 pupils. 

Mr Crosley took part in a game of walking rugby (pictured) with members of all ages from the local Maidenhead community, and was
also joined by professional rugby players; Danny Care and Courtney Laws as well as The Princess of Wales herself.

Mr Crosley was then invited to have a conversation with the Princess of Wales, alongside Ugo Monye, Danny Care and Courtney
Laws, sharing their experiences of fatherhood. Mr Crosley discussed his experiences of helping to raise his 10-month old daughter. Her
Royal Highness spoke about the importance of the first five years of our lives and how this can affect our ability to form relationships as
well as the way we parent our own children. 

Luckley’s PE Teacher, Mr Crosley, who also Captains the Maidenhead
Rugby team was invited to meet the Princess of Wales at a recent
event – as part of Her Royal Highness’ campaign, ‘Shaping Us’. The
campaign is raising awareness of the importance of a child’s first five
years of life; when we start to learn to manage emotions,
relationships, develop self belief and resilience. The early years help
shape the rest of our lives.

Kat left for Tamariki School on 6 July with much needed
funds and three suitcases full of donated supplies. Kat's
Year 10 form created a beautiful book about Luckley, its
teachers and pupils for the pupils of Tamariki School.
Hopefully this will help those of Tamariki School get to
know Luckley better. We look forward to Kat’s news in
September and wish her safe travels.

Kat Intxaurbe with Year 10 book
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It was a lovely afternoon in May
when 11 of Luckley's girls from the
60s and one from the late 40s and
50s returned for lunch, a short
musical performance and a brief tour
of their old school. Their enthusiasm
to visit and keep in touch with
Luckley as well as with one another
is wonderful. This spirited bunch
kept me entertained with their wit,
humour and stories of days gone by.
Many went on to secretarial school
after Luckley, while one went off to
finishing school in Switzerland.
Amongst the group there is a
Personal Assistant, several Teachers,
a Medical Secretary and a Florist.

(Left to right, back row) Patricia (Paddy) Lunn, Elizabeth Lyon, Hilary Follows, Jane
Cockerham, Sue Lunn, Georgina Blight, Sarah Norton  (Left to right, front row) Jennifer
Bates, Rosemary Dix, Sally Le Cheminant, Anna Keller

Jane Tudor, Former Luckley Head (2010 – 2020) Laura Buckenham, Head Student 1996
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Femke Okten (née Leathes) with Luckley's Head of Psychology, Julie Rumble and her Year 12
Psychology class

Coinciding with National Careers Week was International Women’s Day. This year the theme was #EmbraceEquity, with the message
that equity is not a nice-to-have, but a must-have. It was a day when the world got talking about inclusion, not just equal opportunities,
but recognising that not everyone has the same starting point in life; that inclusion starts with embracing this fact. As luck would have it,
we had alumna Femke Okten (née Leathes) in to speak to our Year 12 Psychology students that day. She spoke about her career
journey from Sales and Marketing executive for Johnson & Johnson through to heading up a team of over 40 practitioners under her
own clinical psychology practice. Femke is one of the many wonderful women who has passed through Luckley’s doors with
determination, belief and compassion for others; discovering her interests, true capabilities and talent along the way.

Top middle: Femke Okten (née Leathes), top right: Ruby Bedford,
third row middle: Sarah Rees, bottom left: Caroline Edwards
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Class of 2018 Reunion Dinner 

ALUMNI NEWS

(Back row, left to right) Jane McCready, Elena Brewin, Megan Forth, Jessica Heppner, Fleur
M (pupil), India K (pupil), Bec O (pupil), Natasha M (pupil), Georgie P (pupil), Alexandra
Bray, Emily Sheath, Camilla Potter, Lauren Lee
(Front row, left to right) Beatrice M (pupil), Florence M (pupil), Annabel Mills, Becky
Saunders, Amelia Marshall-Stochmal, Freya Dineen, Sarah Mapleston, Francesca Marshall-
Stochmal

What better way to spend a
Saturday morning than with old
Luckley friends over a game of
netball at your old school, right? It
was such a pleasure (and a great
deal of fun) for all at Luckley to
have so many of you return for a
friendly match in March. A big thank
you to our supporters too that
stood on the side lines. While
Luckley's alumni took home the
glory with a match well played and
won, current Luckley pupils were
great sports and happy to rise to
the challenge. Thank you to all that
took part, we enjoyed watching you
have fun as a team spanning
decades. We hope to have a rematch
in October, so do register your
interest by emailing me at the
address bottom left of the page.

Alumni Games: A Morning of Netball

It was an evening of fun and laughter as
we celebrated the reunion of the Class
of 2018. As it turns out more than half
the year group, which was small to begin
with, now live abroad. However, this fun
loving group certainly made the most of
an intimate dinner with friends and Mrs
GB too, Luckley's Deputy Head
Pastoral. We need not mention getting
locked out! It was a chance to get
together and remember some of the
good times that were had at Luckley.  I
thoroughly enjoyed meeting you all and
the homemade videos of your days at
school were first class. A 10/10 for
storyline, acting and video editing. I
know who to call when Luckley needs a
clever video! Good luck to those of you
who are busy building your careers, and
those that have taken time out to travel.

(Left to right) Rachel Davies, Celine Molefe, Alex Thogo, Rebecca Allder, Sally-Ann
Gamble, Imogen Pritchard, Rachel Stevens
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GET INVOLVED
Please do get in touch as increasingly, there are so many ways in which you can support your old school and get involved. Increasingly
I aim to reach out to more of you as opportunities arise. Beyond alumni activities such as lunch or dinner reunions Luckley hosts
alumni sports games. Opportunities exist to mentor a Sixth Former, engage in Luckley's Pre University week, participate in 'alumni
spotlight' interviews as well as take part in public talks, such as our Luckley Lectures and Luckley's annual Speech Day. 

Some alumni events have developed out of your ideas so please do keep expressing these. A calendar of events for the next school
year is in planning and below are some of the activities taking place in the first term. Dates may be subject to change, depending on
interest and participation. Please do consider joining Luckley as either a participant or a spectator. We would love to see you so
please do register your early interest by emailing sarah.francis@luckleyhouseschool.org or calling 0118 974 3246.

Summer 2023

Alumni Games - Netball Re-match
Thursday 5 October, 17:30 – 19:00
In March, we all enjoyed the alumni netball match and
many of you asked that we do it again; this time with the
opportunity to have a social drink after the match.
Responding to your comments, a date has been
pencilled in so that the match will be followed by drinks
and nibbles. As always, the more the merrier so please
get in touch if this is something you would like to take
part in. I hope to see all who participated in the Autumn
Term game return; we have got a strong team in the
making.

Mentor's Drinks
Tuesday 26 September, 18:30 – 19:30
This year we had 17 of you support Luckley's year 12
students; agreeing to provide remote mentoring as a
specialist in your field. While not many of our students
took full advantage of gaining insight and knowledge into a
profession of interest, Luckley would like to acknowledge
your generosity with drinks and nibbles. An invite will be
sent out to you in September. I do hope you can make it.

Reunion Lunch for Retired Teachers
Tuesday 26 September, 12:30 – 15:00
Former teacher, Chris Gadsby suggested a visit to school
would be of interest for the Luckley-Oakfield Retirement
Fellowship; a group of retired teachers. I would like to extend
this offer to former Luckley teachers who have since retired. 

Luckley Lecture
Thursday 12 October, 18:00 – 19:00
Seb Phillips, our Head of History will be presenting an insightful
talk that revisits the UKs involvement in the slave trade;
investigating the truth of its rise and fall in the UK. With an
incredible passion for research, history and drama, Sebastian
Phillips provides some food for thought.  

Christmas Carol Service
Thursday 7 December 18:45 – 20:00
We would love to see more of you gather for a festive evening
at All Saints Church to experience Luckley's much loved carol
service. A Christian service is complimented with music from
Luckley's talented pupils and a sermon from The Reverend
Canon David Hodgson. We generally have a number of free
seats available. It is a lovely way to start the Christmas season. 

https://www.facebook.com/luckleyalumni/


Avril Salt (née Davidson), Deputy Head Student in 1966, was kind enough to send me photographs in the
post; rolled in a tube owing to their size. Last term's newsletter captured the other side of this photograph
(pictured above) and a few of you remarked that you were cut off! Hopefully you are now present. Below is
more on Avril's Luckley memories.

"During my time at Luckley the school was settling down after amalgamation. There was evidence of
uniforms from both schools though the Luckley uniform was being phased out in favour of that from
Oakfield School. Miss Randle, from Oakfield, was Headmistress and she and many staff lived on site.
There was a junior boarding house nearby, The Grange, used to accommodate younger pupils while
the Fifth and Sixth years slept in Garden House. Garden House was also the base for music
teachers."
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LUCKLEY ALUMNI MEMORIES

Luckley-Oakfield 1964, School group photo (in part), courtesy Avril Salt

– Avril Salt , Class of 1966

Luckley 1964

Elizabeth Goss (née Beatty), 1936 – 1943

Elizabeth, otherwise known as Sue, has fond
memories of her time here. Her and her sister,
Marjorie Leybourne, were at Luckley during the
war. Sue was in touch earlier in the year to thank
Luckley for writing about her late sister. Sue lives in
Australia, as did Marjorie. While it was cold in the
UK at the time of writing, Sue was enjoying
Australia's temperate weather. She writes... 

"I have been admiring the lush gardens after
the unusual amount of rainfall, listening to the
song birds change their tune as the autumn
draws in. Luckily, I still manage to stay involved
with my golfing club at the age of 95, helping
with administrative work." 

– Elizabeth Goss (née Beatty), Class of 1943
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LUCKLEY ALUMNI MEMORIES

Boots Connell (pictured right), summer 2014

“Back in my day, Luckley was akin to 'The Prime of
Miss Jean Brodie', a novel that tells the story of an
eccentric Edinburgh teacher who inspires cult-like
reverence in her young students. Miss Cornish was
Head and I was a regular visitor to her office over
the years, being a spirited young lady. I was
disappointed that I never received a Christmas card
from Miss Cornish, seeing as I saw so much of her!
 
Sarah Cave (née Newberry) was my partner in crime;
we go back to primary school together. We both
went to Luckley and Pippa Hargreaves, then Deputy
Head (and also my heroine and saviour) tagged us a
'The Terror Twins'. Sara and I are still close friends
and each year go on a 'girly' road trip somewhere in
the US. 

I still recall picking squirrel fleas out of my hair, as
they dropped off their furry hosts onto the roof, and
made their way through the myriad of open cracks
in the ceiling of the Geography room to our heads.
No kidding! I could regale you with so much more;
but I won't as you're possibly eating your lunch!
How fortunate Luckley pupils are now, with such a
modern approach and wonderful facilities.”

Sue Bailey was schooled at Luckley-Oakfield from 1972
to 1974. In this short time she built lasting memories of
Luckley and of life in England, being Canadian and from a
military family. She flew back to visit England with her
husband, John in June 2019 to join in Luckley's
Centenary celebrations. From the memories of Sue
Bailey, she shares recollections of Luckley below.

"My French teacher was lovely but I do not recall
her name. French was the subject that I had
confidence in, having just moved from Quebec. It
was the subject that gave me the best marks. This
turned out well as when we moved back to Canada I
was put in an all French college, Cegep Ste-Foy in
Quebec City. I managed to pass all my classes there
thanks to keeping up my French at Luckley."

Sue Bailey, 1972 – 1974 

Boots Connell, 
1974 – 1978 

Daphne Evans, Class of 1968

There was news from Daphne Evans, who was unable to make it to the alumni reunion lunch, celebrating those that left in 1969 or
prior. However, she was sorry she could not travel and so left me with with some fond memories from her days at Luckley. 

"My best friend Hilary Quequett from when I was at Luckley sadly lives in Australia – we have met each other over the
years. Her friendship was so important as both our parents lived abroad; she was such great support. The last time I
came to Luckley, it was interesting to see how well the School was doing, with such a happy, positive atmosphere. No
'Silence' corridor as was the case when I was there. Walking down it I still couldn't talk as I was walking along it! I'm
afraid to say I was often in trouble with Matron for attending midnight feasts, talking after lights were out and for
washing my hair at inappropriate times." 

– Boots Connell, Class of 1978
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Help us find Luckley's lost alumni. There are many alumni who Luckley has lost over the years. Moving house, changing workplace or
renewing phones and emails are reasons why we lose touch. I have slowly been making my way through the years, listing all those for
whom there are no contact details. Posts to Luckley Alumni's Facebook page feature short lists of past pupils lost to Luckley. Pictured is
the list covering lost alumni between 1981 and 1982 inclusive. The date given is the Luckley year group each belonged to, providing
some indication of when each was at Luckley. 

https://www.facebook.com/luckleyalumni/
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From time-to-time you touch base about the death of an old friend; our Luckley alumni. We are grateful for this and equally, love to
hear about the birth of a child, a wedding or a special visit you may have had. While I have had no recent news from you I did manage
to find some news worth celebrating. Do keep reading... 

Summer 2023

I happened upon the wedding photographs (pictured) of one very beautiful
bride and groom recently – Kym Shergill (Luckley Class of 2017) who was
wed at Gurdwara Sri Guru Singh Sabha, Southall on 8 April this year. It was no
small affair with close to 600 guests invited to the reception party. Kym
described the week-long wedding celebrations as ‘magical’, with so many
friends and family making it so very special. 

As Luckley's Head, Areti Bizior pointed out; we
are blessed that Luckley alumni come and visit as
often as they do. It was such a pleasure to spend
time last month with former Head of Science
Ann Jeater and her daughter, Luckley alumna
Sally Calcott (née Jeater). Ann taught at Luckley
from 1971 – 1992, first as a Science teacher and
then as Head of Science. She is also responsible
for researching and writing Pot-Pourri, a
historical account of Luckley's history from
inception. 

Sally was at Luckley from 1975 – 1982 and then
studied Law. The Sally Jeater Cup for Business
was named after her and is still used at Luckley
today. After many years as a solicitor and two
children later, Sally now lives in Western Canada
where she and her husband run a 1500-acre
farm. Sally is also a qualified auditor for a bank.

The two were happy to see their old school in
such good shape, and hopefully, it will not be
their last visit. A Luckley lunch for former
teachers is in planning, so there may be more to
come. As I waved goodbye to mother and
daughter, Ann drove off with the two in tow.
Not bad at 92!
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Many of you have worked hard in your profession and have gone on to set up your own business. From clinical psychology,
veterinarian practice and farming to outdoor leisure parks, fashion curation, antique dealing, TV producing and presenting (to name a
few), Luckley alumni certainly follow their dreams and make things happen. As we always say, "Where there is belief, there is
possibility." Several of you have been in touch to ask if we can give your business venture a shout out. So here you have it...

Summer 2023

I heard it through the Luckley grapevine that lovely alumna,
Lizzie Dodgson (class of 2004), started her very own
venture in pet care. Lizzie came for tea with former
Headmaster, Mr Blake, and immediately made a strong
impression on all of us who did not know her from her
days at Luckley and subsequently as Luckley's LAMDA and
Drama teacher as well as House Mistress. 

Today, Lizzie is a registered veterinary nurse with over ten
year experience, having worked in several veterinary
practices. Her calm and kind nature together with her
strong passion for animals is evident. She now offers pet
sitting, home drop-ins, rehab boarding, claw clipping, dog
walking, day care, pet taxi, end of life and bereavement
support and much more. 

Promotiong Lizzie's LR Pet Care business on Facebook gave way
to other cute and cuddly news. It turns out that alumna, Megan
Forth (class of 2017) is busy with her very own 'Woof Retreat' in
Beenham and alumna, Lou Veitch (class of 2017) runs 'Yappy
Days' in Heckfield – both providing dog day care services in
different locations. If you need a loving companion to care for
your furry friend their details are below. 

Alumna, Lisa Hutchins (class of 1995) breeds and sells
registered pedigree Jacob sheep on her farm on the edge of
Dartmoor, Devon. She also offers wool processing
workshops, where you will learn how to clean wool, ready
to make it into something useful. Lisa also works with a
Cornish based lady who is able to turn your clean wool
into yarn, if you are thinking of knitting. 

https://www.facebook.com/luckleyalumni/
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Leaving A Gift To Luckley In Your Will

As we aim to continue to bring you news
that is both relevant and of interest to you,
please do send in your news and suggestions.
Or why not put yourself forward for an
Alumni Spotlight Interview or volunteering
opportunity? Those that have joined us have
found the experience to be very fulfilling. 

Do get in touch using the contact details at the
bottom of each page. Luckley would like to hear
from you and follow your journey through life; the
ups and the downs.

Stay In Touch

Reading about Luckley's beginnings, the girls all
developed as individuals. Some went on to
further education, others became debutantes,
carers of older parents or their own children or
departed to foreign lands. While I tend to
speak mainly of Bertha Drake when writing
about Luckley's beginnings, I found this lovely
photo of Luckley's other founder, Miss Ivy
Barratt. 

So much has changed since 1918, yet much is
recognisable too. Did you know that Luckley
has a legacy programme? You can find out
more about Luckley Society 1918 by visiting
https://www.luckleyhouseschool.org/about-
us/support-us/ where Luckley introduces legacy
giving, providing an opportunity to those that
may wish to give back to the school in their
will. Luckley has been lucky to receive two
legacy gifts, helping to ensure an excellent
teaching and learning provision is maintained
for future generations of Luckley pupils. 

Please follow Luckley House School by clicking the social icons right.

At the start of the Summer Term Luckley's Eco
School organised and ran a whole school 'Earth
Day' event; falling within Luckley's 'Switch Off
Fortnight' initiative. A woodland scavenger
hunt, opportunity to plant sunflower seeds and
a second hand book sale meant everyone could
get involved. Proceeds of the book sale went to
charity.  Meanwhile, Year 8 pupils worked in
teams (over four English lessons) to create a
television news channel about climate change. 

Luckley's Eco School meets weekly during the
school year, working towards improving
Luckley's biodiversity while reducing energy
usage and clearing and recycling waste. Their
efforts have been rewarded with Luckley
receiving the 'Eco-Schools Green Flag with
Merit' award. Luckley archives provide evidence
(by way of a framed certificate) that back in
1995 the School was winning recognition for
environmental action and awareness too. 

Sustainable Luckley
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